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Berlin, March 2009

First Call for Papers

MISSION HISTORY AS HISTORY OF THE GLOBALISATION OF KNOWLEDGE 

The transcultural appropriation and transmission of knowledge by Christian missionaries in Africa and Asia in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries 
Organisers:


· Berlin Society for Mission History
· Department for Religious and Mission Studies and for Ecumenism at the Humboldt University of Berlin 
Dear Madam, dear Sir, dear Colleagues, 
we would like to invite you to our next international scientific conference on the above mentioned theme from 

16 to 18 September 2010.
As at our previous conferences, the topic is taken from the study of mission history, the analysis of which requires interdisciplinary and international cooperation and, due to its difficult nature, calls for solid and precise scientific work. 
The work of Christian mission societies and missionary orders created interfaces for the exchange of knowledge between cultures. Often this led much more quickly to the generation of new, transcultural forms of knowledge than the work by other institutions. In many regions around the world the history of educational establishments cannot be told without reference to missionary institutions. In turn, the predominantly written reports by the missionaries – which in turn were informed by the knowledge of indigenous savants – formed the primary source for the establishment of various scientific disciplines in the European homelands of the missionaries as well as in the oversees regions which later became independent nations in themselves, such as India or the Republic of South Africa. 
It is the aim of the conference to bring a large number of case studies from within this theme into conversation with each other, in order to work out how knowledge production developed from the 17th to the 19th century; in order to enable comparisons between formations that were present in the oral cultures or old written cultures which the missionaries entered; in order to illuminate the strategies by which different missionary societies and orders dealt with knowledge and knowledge production; and in order to evaluate the roles of the various actors in the global knowledge network that was thereby being established. 
The conference will take place in, or in the close vicinity of, Berlin. As previously, the conference will be held in German and in English. We are also planning to publish the papers in our Studienreihe.
 The funding for our conference has not been finalised yet. 
In our next letter we are going to send you more information about the organisation and programme of the conference. If you are interested to participate at the conference and would like to receive further information, please fill in the attached form and return it to us. 
Sincerely 
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PD Dr. Dr. Ulrich van der Heyden




Prof. Dr. Andreas Feldtkeller

Berliner Gesellschaft für Missionsgeschichte

PD Dr. Dr. Ulrich van der Heyden
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

Theologische Fakultät

Invalidenstrasse 110

10099 Berlin 

Germany

Email: h1107dpp@rz.hu-berlin.de
Tel.: 
0049-30/20935947
FAX: 
0049-30/20497717
Pre-registration for the conference: 

MISSION HISTORY AS HISTORY OF THE GLOBALISATION OF KNOWLEDGE:
The transcultural appropriation and transmission of knowledge by Christian missionaries in Africa and Asia in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries
Last Name: 

First Name: 

Academic Title:

Institution/University, including postal address: 

Email address: 

I am interested on further information about the conference: 











yes 

no

I would like to participate in the conference and tentatively propose the following contri​bution: 





Date





Sign

Please respond by 1 June 2009. 
�




















� 	See the conference volumes of the previous meetings (all published at the Franz Steiner Verlag, Stutt�gart): Missionsgeschichte - Kirchengeschichte – Weltgeschichte: Christliche Missionen im Kontext na�tionaler Entwicklungen in Afrika, Asien und Ozeanien, edited by U. van der Heyden and H. Liebau (1996); Mission und Gewalt: Der Umgang christlicher Missionen mit Gewalt und die Ausbreitung des Christentums in Afrika und Asien in der Zeit von 1792 bis 1918/19, edited by U. van der Heyden and J. Becher (2000); Mission und Macht im Wandel politischer Orientierungen: Europäische Missionsgesell�schaften und ihre Tätigkeit in Afrika und Asien zwischen 1800 und 1945 in politischen Spannungsfel�dern, edited by von U. van der Heyden and H. Stoecker (2005).





