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Figure 1:   Support for imprisonment and community service, by global region  

 

 

Table 1:  Support for imprisonment, by regions (based on % opting for imprisonment) 

  
  

Quartile 4 
(most punitive) 

  

Quartile 3 
  

Quartile 2 
  

Quartile 1 
(least punitive) 

  

Western 
Europe  

N. Ireland  Scotland, Malta, Eng 
&Wales,  

Netherlands, Sweden,  Portugal, Italy, 
Belgium, Denmark, 
Finland, France, 
Austria, Catalonia 

New World  USA  Canada  Australia  New Zealand  

East and 
Central Europe  

 Romania, Latvia, 
Albania, Belarus, 
Yugoslavia 

Macedonia, Bulgaria, 
Russia, Slovakia, 
Ukraine, Slovenia, 
Estonia, Hungary, 
Kyrgyzstan 

Czech Republic, 
Lithuania, Croatia, 
Poland, Georgia 

Asia  China, Philippines, 
Indonesia, India, 
Cambodia 

Japan, Mongolia  Azerbaijan  

Africa  Uganda, Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania, South 
Africa, Egypt, 
Botswana, Tunisia 

   

Latin America  Paraguay. Argentina, Costa Rica, 
Colombia, Brazil 

Bolivia   
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Table 2:  Average length of sentence recommended (those who opted for imprisonment) 

 Average length of 
sentence recommended 

(months) 

Standard deviation 
(months) 

Highest values Lowest values 

Africa  69 36 Botswana (123) Egypt (44) 

   Tanzania (117) Tunisia (34) 

Asia  43 25 Cambodia (87) Philippines (31) 

   China (62) Japan (19) 

Latin America  38 11 Costa Rica (49) Colombia (27) 

   Paraguay (48) Brazil (26) 

     

36 14 Romania (75) Macedonia (22) East and Central 
Europe   Ukraine (54) Estonia (7) 

New World  21 7 USA (30) New Zealand (16) 

   Canada (22) Australia (15) 

Western Europe  17 7 Italy (30) Finland (8) 

    Eng. & Wales (24) Denmark (7) 
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Figure 2:   Changes in support for imprisonment, selected West Europe and New World 
countries (percentage supporting imprisonment for the burglar) 
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Note: The first four countries are: England and Wales (an increase of 13 percentage points between 1989 and 2000), 
Finland (4), the Netherlands (12) and Canada (12). The next six countries are: Belgium (-5), France (-1), Northern 
Ireland (9), Scotland (13), the USA (3) and Australia (2). 
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Figure 3:   Changes in support for imprisonment, selected East and Central Europe countries 
(percentage supporting imprisonment for the burglar) 
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Note: The first six countries are: Georgia (a drop of 21 percentage points between 1996 and 2000), the 
Czech Republic (-12), Russia (-11) Estonia (-9), Slovenia (-7), and Poland (+5). The other nine 
countries are: Lithuania (-20), Albania (-16), Romania (-13), Ukraine (-6), Hungary (-3), Bulgaria (no 
change), Latvia (+3), Belarus (+3), and Croatia (+7). 
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Table 4    Bivariate relationships between punitiveness and key variables (number of countries) 

More punitive Dominant direction Other direction No 
difference 

N countries 
(1) 

  P<0.1 P<0.2 P<0.1 P<0.2     
N. countries 

Men 40 6  1 11 58 
Young (16-39 vs 40+) 20 12 12 2 11 57 
Married 12 8 6 5 26 57 
Lower education (2) 26 9 3 2 17 57 

Lower income (2) 13 11 7 8 18 57 

Burglary victim (5 yrs) 15 19 2 9 13 58 

Feel unsafe after dark 21 15 3 6 12 57 

Thinks burglary likely 21 11 3 7 16 58 
Dissatisfied with police 20 10 5 6 16 57 

Notes (1). Some information missing for Estonia. (2).Education and income measures are dichotomised for each 
country so do not constitute a international measure. 
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Table 5   Loglinear models explaining preference for imprisonment in relation to selected 
variables, all cases and five global regions 

  All cases 

Industri
alised 
countrie
s   

East & 
Central 
Europe   Asia   Africa   

Latin 
America   

             
MAIN 
EFFECT 0.72 * 0.48 * 0.47 * 1.21  1.81 * 0.76  

                          

GENDER (female is the reference category)             

 Male 1.27 * 1.4 * 1.29 * 1.08  0.87  1.61 * 

EDUCATION (high is the reference category)       

 low  1.24 * 1.38 * 1.18 * 1.12 * 0.91  1.61 * 

INCOME (high is the reference category)       

 Low 1.01  1.13 * 1  0.73  1.1  1.13  

AGE (40+ is the reference category)        

 16-39 1.12 * 1.32 * 0.93 * 1.35 * 1.17 * 0.86 * 

VICTIM OF BURGLARY (non-victim is the reference category)    

 Yes 1.04  0.95  1.12  0.95  1.09  0.95  

BURGLARY RATE          

 Covariate 1.02 * 1.01  1  1.03 * 1.01  1.01  

ASSESMENT OF RISK (low is the reference category)     

 High 1.09 * 0.94  1.28 * 0.96  1.26 * 0.99  

SATISFIED WITH POLICE (satisfied is the reference category)     

 No 1.06 * 1.26 * 1.1 
 

0.82  1.08  1.06  

REGION         
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 WE 0.54 * 
Non-Anglophone 
countries (1)  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NW 0.78 * 0.56 *  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 ECE 0.56 *    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Asia 2.02 * 
Anglophone 
countries (2)  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Africa 2.21 * 1.8 
* 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Latin 
America 0.94     

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

* Indicates significance at p<0.05 level on a two sided t-test. 
(1) Western Europe without UK and Malta. 
(2)  Anglophone countries (New World plus England & Wales, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Malta). 
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Figure 4:  Percentage supporting imprisonment, by Human Development Indicator scores 
(‘Anglophone’ countries showed separately) 
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Table A1: Details of samples used (type of sample, date of results, and sample size) 
 

    

Type of 
survey 
(other 

than 
national) 

Date of 
results 

used 
Sample 

size       

Type of 
survey 
(other 

than 
national) 

Date of 
results 

used 
Sample 

size 

           

Western Europe      Asia     

 Austria  1996 1,507   Azerbaijan  city 2000 930 

 Belgium  2000 2,501   Cambodia  city 2001 1,245 

 Catalonia  regional 2000 2,909   China  city 1992 2,000 

 Denmark  2000 3,007   India  city 1996 1,200 

 England & Wales 2000 1,947   Indonesia  city 1996 1,400 

 Finland  2000 1,782   Japan   2000 2,211 

 France  2000 1,000   Mongolia  city 2000 944 

 Italy   1992 2,024   Philippines  city 1996 1,500 

 Malta  1997 1,000  Africa     

 Netherlands  2000 2,000   Botswana  city 1997 644 

 Northern Ireland  2000 1,511   Egypt  city 1992 1,000 

 Portugal  2000 2,000   South Africa  city 1996 1,006 

 Scotland  2000 2,055   Tanzania  city 1992 1,002 

 Sweden  2000 2,001   Tunisia  city 1992 1,086 

New World       Uganda  city 1992 1,023 

 Australia  2000 2,005   Zimbabwe  city 1996 1,006 

 Canada  2000 2,078  Latin America     

 New Zealand  1992 2,048   Argentina  city 1996 1,000 
 USA   2000 1,000   Bolivia  city 1996 999 

East and Central Europe     Brazil  city 1996 1,000 

 Albania  city 2000 1,498   Colombia  city 1997 1,000 
 Belarus  city 2000 1,520   Costa Rica  city 1996 1,000 

 Bulgaria  city 2000 1,505   Paraguay  city 1996 587 

 Croatia  city 2000 1,532       

 
Czech 
Republic  city 2000 1,511       

 Estonia  city 2000 502       
 Georgia  city 2000 1,000       
 Hungary  city 2000 1,513       
 Kyrgyzstan  city 1996 1,750       
 Latvia  city 2000 1,002       
 Lithuania  city 2000 1,526       
 Macedonia  city 1996 700       
 Poland  2000 5,276       
 Romania  city 2000 1,506       
 Russia  city 2000 1,500       
 Slovakia  city 1997 1,105       
 Slovenia  2001 3,887       
 Ukraine  city 2000 1,509       
  Yugoslavia  ciy 1996 1,094             
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Table A2:  Recommended punishments, by region and country 
 

  % recommending different sentences  Average length of 
imprisonment 

(months) 
 

    Fine Prison 
Community 
service 

Suspended 
sentence 

Other 
sentence 

Don't 
know  

Those 
wanting 
prison 

All 
responde
nts 

Western Europe     

 Austria  14 10 62 8 2 4  10 1 

 Belgium  11 21 57 5 3 3  17 3 

 Catalonia  15 7 65 1 2 9  23 1 

 Denmark  9 20 50 13 4 4  7 1 

 
England & 
Wales 7 51 28 5 4 5  24 12 

 Finland  15 19 47 16 2 2  8 1 

 France  8 12 69 5 2 4  14 2 
 Italy  10 22 47 4 5 13  30 6 

 Malta  8 52 29 4 7 0  18 9 

 Netherlands  11 37 30 10 5 6  19 6 

 
Northern 
Ireland  8 54 29 4 2 3  21 11 

 Portugal  9 26 54 1 6 4  23 6 

 Scotland  11 52 24 5 4 4  21 10 
 Sweden  11 31 47 4 3 4  11 3 
New World     
 Australia  8 37 35 10 4 5  15 5 
 Canada  9 45 32 3 7 3  22 10 
 New Zealand  10 26 51 3 7 4  16 4 
 USA  9 56 20 1 8 6  30 16 
East and Central Europe    
 Albania  31 46 15 0 2 6  28 13 
 Belarus  11 43 32 1 5 8  45 19 
 Bulgaria  8 40 38 6 2 6  35 13 
 Croatia  6 22 55 7 3 7  38 7 

 
Czech 
Republic  6 26 57 7 2 1  26 6 

 Estonia  6 30 51 8 3 3  7 7 
 Georgia  25 16 42 14 2 2  41 6 
 Hungary  6 29 44 9 7 4  30 8 
 Kyrgyzstan  15 27 35 21 2 0  46 12 
 Latvia  7 48 30 9 4 2  35 17 
 Lithuania  13 24 46 2 7 9  37 8 
 Macedonia  11 41 25 12 3 9  22 9 
 Poland  10 21 55 6 4 5  31 6 
 Rumania  6 49 33 2 5 5  75 34 
 Russia  9 38 43 3 8 0  29 9 
 Slovakia  5 36 43 7 5 4  42 16 
 Slovenia  13 31 42 8 3 3  24 7 
 Ukraine  9 34 43 4 3 6  54 17 
 Yugoslavia  5 42 39 6 3 5  35 14 

Continued 



 

 

 
Continued 

 
% recommending different sentences  Average length of 

imprisonment 
(months) 

 

    Fine Prison 
Community 
service 

Suspended 
sentence 

Other 
sentence 

Don't 
know  

Those 
wanting 
prison 

All 
responde
nts 

Asia           
 Azerbaijan  36 24 19 12 4 3  42 10 
 Cambodia  17 64 4 6 7 3  97 61 
 China  3 84 7 2 4 0  62 51 
 India  10 67 13 2 1 8  37 24 
 Indonesia  2 68 10 3 10 6  25 20 
 Japan  17 51 19 1 0 13  19 10 
 Mongolia  11 40 35 3 6 5  32 12 
 Philippines  11 79 3 1 2 3  31 24 
Africa           
 Botswana  9 62 16 0 8 4  123 75 
 Egypt  6 66 8 1 20 0  44 28 
 South Africa  9 66 16 3 2 3  47 31 
 Tanzania  6 75 13 1 4 0  117 87 
 Tunisia  17 56 11 1 14 0  34 19 
 Uganda  8 80 7 1 4 0  51 41 
 Zimbabwe  8 79 6 2 2 2  63 49 
Latin America     
 Argentina  8 54 32 6 0 1  30 16 
 Bolivia  8 40 18 16 9 9  46 17 
 Brazil  0 44 54   0 2  26 11 
 Colombia  11 45 34 2 4 5  27 12 
 Costa Rica  7 52 27 2 7 5  49 24 
  Paraguay  7 58 22 3 6 4   48 27 

 


